
Angleas vs.
Property Owners
I{EARLY 25 YEARS ago, grass carp decimat-
€d a prime bass fishery at Texas'Lake Conroe,
about 50 miles northofHouston.

"First they at€ the hydrilla and th€n they
at€ all of the native vegetation, leaving us with
only brushpiles," says Ron Gunter, vice presi-
dent of seven Cov€s Bass Club.

Now with grass and bass ba€k, club mem-
bers are trying to keep history irom r€peating
itselt Remembering what happened back ifl the
early 1980s, they arc avoiding conflict and con'
frontation. They ffe acting, inrt€ad of reacting.

"Battles dont woru' sals Gunter, pointing
out that, despite angler opposition and a two'

)rar hsuit more than two decdes ago, 180,000
grass carp were released into lak€ conroe.

"We're not against the hom€Mers, he
continues. "This time around, w are communi-
cating with them. We want to corelat€ our

The club's intent is to keep a healthy pop-
ulation of native plants growing in Lake

Members of the Seven Goves
Bass Club are on a mission

to save Lake Conroe.
Conroe, as newly released grass carp gobble
up th€ hydrilla.

"These are juvenil€ carp;'Gunter contin'
ues. "Their appetites will grow as theygrow
We'll try to stay ahead of them, to get good
stocks ofwater celery and other native speci€s
going '

Sryen Coves will do thisthroughan on-
site plant nursery establish€d with the assis-
tance ofthe Texas Parks and Wildlife
D€partnent (TPWD, San lacinto River
Authority, Texas Mast€r Naturalists and
neighboring bass clubs.
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Additionally, halfofth€ funding for the
$68,000 project cornes from a More Fish
Partnership grant provided by the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Sixteen of these
grants were awarded during the 2007
Bassmaster Classic week in Birmingham, Ala.,
uith three state l€deration Nation chapters
Arkansas, Ohio and oklahoma - as r€cipi
€nts. Seven Coves was the only i ividual club
to be awarded a grant.

Seven Coves d€cided to attempt this
approach after several members att€nded a
Lake Conroe Association (LCA) board meet-
ing about hydrilla cortrol during summef
2006. "We (anelerd were outnumber€d 25 to
200 or 300," Gunter says.

Kerry Sanders, Russ Clark and Gunter
decided that they would do som€thing to
show property owners tlat angl€rs ar€ more
broad-rninded and cooperative than lakefront
property own€rs beliae them to be.
Conferring with TPWDk Mark Webb and
Texas l€deration Nation Conservation
Director Tim Cook, they decided to initiate a
nativ€ vegetation project. With the help of
BASS Cons€fntion Director Chris Horton,
they then applied for the grant.

Someofthe grant money is b€ing us€d for
the purchase of grass carp. "W€ want to show
that we're concerned about their well-being as
well as ours," Gunter says. "Ige want to show
them the big picture.

"We have invit€d the LCA to be a partner
in this," he continu€s, adding that, thus far,
the invitation has been r€fused. lAnd weve
left th€ door open for the po$ibility ofthat
happening later.'

That likely will not happen. Most wat€r-
front propeiy o*ners dont care that Lake
Conroe once again is a high quality lishe.y
that yielded thr€e bass of 14 pounds or more
to the Sharelunker program last y€ar

Still, Gunter and other Ser€n Coves mem-
bers are not discouraged. lf they succed, they
reali/e, they will no( only s4e Lak" Cotu@ a' 

"a re, rearional trsherv, bur bla/e a lrail thaL olh -
er mgling groups can follow when daring with :
.imilsr use! confljcts on therr om wts. 1
BASS iv'tes you io g€l nvolved Torcunlslc^6.wih
orsrooG DroFCrs lhal cons€Be and €stdE 
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nsh€res and squah. Gsour.€s. s sn up's i:" rCT (The
Anol€rCoisetoaton Team) al ba
at;n or .all 3??'BASS USA.


